
Factor Indirect Fired Recirculating Flameless Electric Direct Fired

Best For Clean air
separation

Large enclosed
areas

Hazard-
classified zones

Small enclosed
spaces

Open
ventilation sites

Fuel Type Diesel / Natural
Gas

Diesel Catalytic (fuel-
based)

Electric power Diesel /
Propane

Fume Control Combustion
separated from

Combustion
separated

No open flame
combustion

No combustion Direct
discharge into

Ducting
Capability

High (long duct
runs

Very high
(strong airflow

Moderate Low Low

Cold Climate
Reliability

High Very High Moderate Limited in
extreme cold

High (in
ventilated

Typical
Industries

Aviation, Oil &
Gas,

Oil & Gas,
Rental Fleets,

Refineries,
Classified

Light indoor
use

Open
construction

Industry Common Heating Approach Example Heater Types

Aviation Clean heated air with long
d i

Indirect-Fired

Oil & Gas Large enclosed heating with
f l ffi i

Indirect-Fired

Construction Temporary structure
h i

Recirculating

Rental Fleets Flexible multi-site
d l

Indirect / Recirculating

Emergency Response Rapid deployment with
l h

Indirect-Fired

Industrial Heater Comparison Matrix

Typical Heater Choices by Industry

Industrial Heater
Selection Guide
Quick Decision Overview

Selecting the correct industrial heating system
is not about choosing the highest BTU output.

It is about aligning airflow, enclosure size,
safety classification, fuel logistics, and
deployment requirements.

This one-page overview highlights the most
common heating systems used in industrial
environments.
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This overview is intended as a quick reference.

The full guide explains:
How industrial heaters work
When to use indirect vs recirculating heaters
Ducting and airflow considerations
Common heater selection mistakes
Typical heater choices across industries

TALK
If you are evaluating heating

solutions for an upcoming project,
our team can help review your

application and recommend the
most appropriate heating approach.

TO OUR TEAM

The 3 Questions That Determine the Right Heater
Before selecting a heating system, most project teams
answer three key questions.

1. What size area needs to be heated?
Large hangars, temporary structures, and industrial buildings
all behave differently when heated.

2. How much air exchange is occurring?
Wind exposure, door openings, and ventilation significantly
affect heating performance.

3. Are there safety, site classifications, or power availability
considerations?
Certain environments require specialized heating equipment
due to safety regulations, and the availability of on-site
electrical power may influence the type of heating system
that can be used.

Full Industrial Heater Selection Guide

Download the Full Guide


